Los Silos and El Tanque
Nature, history and traditions

Route planner

1. From Garachico towards the Town Centre of Los Silos

Distance: 5.5 km
Approx. time needed: 10 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 1 hour

Your starting point on the route to Los Silos and El Tanque is the neighbouring
town of Garachico, namely on the TF-42. From there you take the road towards
Los Silos, following the signs for Buenavista del Norte. After travelling 5.2 km, just
before you enter the centre of the village, you will come to a small roundabout.
Take the first exit and drive straight ahead along a cobbled street for less than half
a kilometre. Then, on the right-hand side, you will see the main square (Plaza de
la Luz) of Los Silos. Park in the surrounding area and continue the visit on foot.
Near to the above-mentioned square you will find the Los Silos Visitor Centre.

2. From the town centre of Los Silos to the village of Tierra del Trigo
(“Land of Wheat”)

Distance: 4 km
Approx. time needed: 10 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 30 minutes

Your route now continues towards the village of Tierra del Trigo. To do so, you
change route and join the TF-42 towards Garachico. A branch of this road passes
outside the main village. To get there, continue straight ahead along the cobbled
street until you come to the junction with Los Barracones Street where you will
see Los Silos signposted. Turn left and you will come to a roundabout, also located
on the left-hand side. Take the second exit and drive on until you arrive back at
the roundabout that you saw just at the entrance to Los Silos. Take the second
exit and continue straight ahead. From here on, you travel a short distance until
you pass a children's playground situated on the left-hand side of the road. Then,
turn off right into Camino de la Ladera Street which will takes you to your next
stop. After a very short distance, you come to a junction where you turn off left.
After some 600 m this street changes its name to Camino Real las Arenas, and
then, after another 2 km, it changes again to be called Camino Real los Morales.
This very windy road, full of sharp bends, climbs on up 3.8 km to arrive at the
picturesque village of Tierra del Trigo. Park the vehicle nearby and continue the
visit on foot, enjoying the village and its the spectacular views. The nature of the
access road, the sharp bends, the steep slope and relatively narrow sections make
it essential to drive with caution.
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Estimated distance:

27 km

Estimated time overall:

4 hours

Estimated time for car travel:
50 minutes

Stops:

- Townl Centre of Los Silos and Visitor
Centre

- Village Tierra del Trigo

- Mirador Lomo Molino (viewpoint)

- Town Centre of El Tanque

- Erjos and Chrcas de Erjos

- El Tanque Eco-Museo

Other points of interest:

- Caleta de Interian
- Los Silos Farmer’s Market
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3. From the village of Tierra del Trigo to the Mirador Lomo Molino
(viewpoint)

Distance: 3.5 km
Approx. time needed: 5 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 20 minutes

From here , the route continues to the Lomo Molino viewpoint. To get there, you
leave Camino Real Los Morales Street by turning left at the junction with the
TF-423. Your journey continues now along the above-mentioned road until you
arrive at the Lomo Molino viewpoint. The distance is 3.2 km until, on the left-hand
side, you come to the junction that takes you to the viewpoint. Turn off left and
you will find the car park for the viewpoint a short distance ahead.

4. From the Mirador Lomo Molino (viewpoint) yo the town centre of El
Tanque

Distance: 2 km
Approx. time needed: 5 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 20 minutes

The next stop takes you to see another small town in the north of Tenerife, El
Tanque. To reach it you continue along the TF-423 towards El Tanque. To do so,
exit the viewpoint car park, turn right onto the TF-423 and continue straight
ahead. After approximately 1 km you come to the junction with the main TF-82.
Turn left and drive downhill a short distance to arrive at the town centre where
you will see the church located on the right-hand side. Park nearby and continue
your tour on foot.
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5. From the village of El Tanque to Erjos

Distance: 12 km
Approx. time needed: 20 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 1 hour

The next visit is to the village of Erjos. To head towards it, leave El Tanque the
same way you drove in. Continue straight ahead uphill along the TF-82 towards
Erjos. The outskirts of the village are about 7 km away. Park the vehicle near the
church square, in Camino del Guanche Street and continue the visit on foot. If you
continue along the TF-82, you will come to the upper part of Erjos. After roughly
2.2 km, you will find a turn-off on the right-hand side. Take this turn-off and
continue along an unpaved road for a short distance. This track will take you to an
uphill area from where you can view the whole of the village and the area known
as the "charcas de Erjos" [Erjos ponds]. An information panel explains the
countryside of the area and the curious history of the ponds.

6. From Erjos to Ecomuseo El Tanque

Distance: 1.5 km
Approx. time needed: 20 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 1 hour

Our last visit is to the El Tanque Eco-Museum. We carry on driving up the
TF-82 road until we come to a junction on our left which leads to San José
de Los Llanos. We follow this road, the TF-373, until we find the Eco-
Museum on the left hand side.
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Start

Los Silos and El Tanque

Further information:
www.lossilos.es
www.eltanque.es

This trip follows a route through two municipalities in the north of Tenerife, Los
Silos and El Tanque, visiting the middle and upper slopes, paying particular
attention to those places of historic, natural and scenic interest.

You will visit different small towns marked by their history and the natural
environment where they are located. Los Silos and El Tanque are two municipal
areas of great natural contrasts, with lush pine and evergreen forests, rocky shores
and steep ridges furrowed by deep ravines.

On this trip you will discover ancient towns that have managed to preserve all the
charm of yesteryear, with cobblestone streets and old buildings that are veritable
gems of Tenerife's architectural and artistic heritage. You will also visit their middle
slopes, and get to see small hamlets and villages hidden in sheltered spots among
the mountains.

From their origins as settlements in the immediate aftermath of the conquest by
the Castilians, but not forgetting their aboriginal past as territories belonging to
the kingdom of Daute, these locations were marked by agriculture, both for export
(much of their land at that time being devoted first to sugar cane and vineyards,
then to bananas), as well as for domestic consumption and the local market, with
wheat, barley and rye. The names of the village of Los Silos or Tierra de Trigo
("Land of Wheat") reflect the influence of agriculture in the area. The term "silos"
literally refers to silos for storing grain that existed in the town, particularly on the
country estate of Gonzalo Yanes. These villages also suffered volcanic events that
were responsible for conforming a landscape of lava and badlands, where the dark
colour of the lava mingles with the green of the pine forest, and which were to
mark in part the future of both settlements.
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Stops
1. The Town Centre of Los Solos and Los Silos Visitor Centre

The historical town centre of Los Silos offers numerous examples of the historical,
artistic and cultural heritage of Tenerife. The origins of this settlement are to be
found in the sixteenth century, after the conquest of the Island. The first buildings
were arranged around the church of Nuestra Sefora de la Luz, located in the plaza
of the same name. Around this point the first homes were built, the alhdndiga**,
no longer in existence, the convent and the rectory.

The entrance to the village is via a cobbled street, which has become one of its
most characteristic features. Right nearby is the town centre of Los Silos.

A walk through its streets lets you discover the daily life of the local inhabitants,
see much of its historical legacy and enjoy the beauty of this picturesque village
known as Isla Baja [the Lower Island].

During the visit it is worthwhile focusing your attention on the many examples of
civil and religious architecture. One outstanding example is the church of Nuestra
Sefiora de la Luz, built in the second half of the XVIth century thanks to the
tenacity of the town's residents and elevated to the status of a parish church in
the early part of the following century, also as a result of popular initiative. Over
the centuries the church has been subject to numerous extensions and alterations.
It houses pieces crafted in precious metals, sculptures and paintings of
incalculable artistic value such as the Processional Cross (XVIth C) and the Imperial
Crown (XVIIth C), which the Madonna bears on solemn occasions.

Another of the buildings to be visited is the former convent of San Sebastian,
founded in 1649 by Captain Sebastian Pérez Espinosa and his wife, Luisa Francisca
Montafiez. After being restored in the late XXth century, the building is devoted to
different services. Nowadays it houses the town's Public Library and the Enrique
Pérez exhibition room, used for screenings, presentations, exhibitions, etc., and
the hall occupied by the Los Silos Visitor Centre. Another architectural highlight is
the Casa de Los Trujillos (XVIIth C), at present housing the Local Council offices,
located in the Plaza de la Luz.

On this stop you can also see the Los Silos Visitor Centre, belonging to the Cabildo
of Tenerife network of Museums and Public Centres. The centre contains an
exhibition on the historical and natural heritage of the town of Los Silos and also
aims to be a key element in offering access to the town's cultural and tourist
attractions.

** alhdondiga: a food store (mainly for grain) to supply a population in times of
poor harvest.

- We recommend confirming the opening times of establishments

Rutas

Tenerife Rural

PRGN

Town centre of Los Silos
Location:

Main Road TF-42

UTM Coordinates:
28.365536, -16.817378
Geographic Coordinates:
28°21'55.93"N, 16°49'2.56"W

Los Silos Visitor Centre

Location:

Plaza de Nuestra Sefiora de La Luz,
s/n. Los Silos

Tel.: 922 841 086

E-mail: cipa@lossilos.es

Opening times:

Monday to Friday: 9:00-13:00 hours
Saturday: 9:00-14:00 hours

Closed Sundays

UTM Coordinates:

28.365308, -16.817294
Geographic Coordinates:
28°21'55.11"N, 16°49'2.26"W

Further information:
www.lossilos.es

Page 5 of 9

This informa3on has been downloaded from www.rutasteneriferural.org
“Rural Tenerife Routes” is an iniciative of the “Rural Tenerife Foundation”



Los Silos and El Tanque R u t as

Nature, history and traditions Tene rife Rural

Stops
2. Village of Tierra del Trigo

As its name implies, agriculture has played a major role in the life of this
community. Located in the middle slopes at roughly 500 meters above sea level
and surrounded by mountains, this tiny village retains all the charm of the world of
the peasant farmer in the north of the Island. Cereals and other crops such as
vines have traditionally been the economic livelihood of the population. Evidence
of this is the existence of several wineries, all of which come under the aegis of the

Ycoden-Daute-Isora Designation of Origin. It exhibits some examples of ordinary Location:

people's dwellings, with houses located near the cultivated plots, being mainly Main Road TF-423. Los Silos
build of stone, wood and tiles. UTM Coordinates:

Tierra de Trigo is reached by a winding road with narrow bends, so cautious 28.353925, -16.800939
driving is a must. However, the journey has superb views of Los Silos, of Geographic Coordinates:
Buenavista del Norte and of the village itself, which appears, almost by surprise, 28°21'14.13"N, 16°48'3.38"W

against the backdrop of the mountains.

3. Lomo Molino viewpoint

This viewpoint, belonging to the Island Network of Viewpoints and recently
reopened, offers breathtaking views of this area of northern Tenerife. Its privileged
location gives it of some of the best views over the north of the Island. Seeing the
sea and the beauty of the villages of northern Tenerife from here is an
unforgettable experience. Furthermore, the viewpoint has a restaurant, cafe,
souvenir shop and a car park.

Location:

Calle El Granero, 12. El Tanque
Opening times:

Monday to Sunday: 9:00-22:30 hours
Mondays: cafe and restaurant closed
UTM Coordinates:

28.359436, -16.785792

Geographic Coordinates:
28°21'33.97"N, 16°47'8.85"W

- We recommend confirming the opening times of establishments
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4. Town Centre of El Tanque

The village of El Tanque is located on the upper slopes of the north of Tenerife.
During the visit you will get to know a town markedly agricultural in nature, where
some parts of the small-farming tradition still survive in northern Tenerife with
cultivated plots and traditional buildings. A feature of its urban landscape, where
the church and the present town hall stand out, is the alternating mixture of
buildings and farmland.

The visit is also an inviting opportunity to learn about the rich cuisine of the area,
where you can taste some of the most typical dishes of Canarian food such as the
puchero [stew].

5. Erjos and Charcas de Erjos

In the upper region of Los Silos and El Tanque stands the village of Erjos. Nestling
in a singular natural environment, visitors discover not only part of the very
essence of these rural landscapes of northern Tenerife, but the beauty of the
natural surroundings where it is situated.

Its past, traditionally agricultural, remains alive today in cultivated plots and
farmland. Although the current trend is towards the decline of agriculture in
favour of other activities and despite rural depopulation and emigration, in Erjos
there still exist many examples of the farming way of life. The village has
traditional houses, some very old, some of more recent construction.

Also, another major attraction of Erjos is the richness of its surrounding
landscapes. Besides the beautiful rural scene that the village represents, in the
upper part there are what are known as the "Erjos ponds”. The ponds were
formed as a result of gravel and earth being extracted from the area during the
last decades of the XXth century and intended for plantations in the south of the
Island. The resulting pits have become filled with rainwater due to the clayey
nature of the soil and allowed the creation of an entire original ecosystem around
them.

Rutas

Tenerife Rural

Location:

Main Road TF-82. El Tanque
UTM Coordinates:

28.3561, -16.779167
Geographic Coordinates:
28°21'21.96"N, 16°46'45.00"W
Further information:
www.eltanque.es

Erjos

Location:

TF-82. Los Silos

UTM Coordinates:

28.330064, -16.803903
Geographic Coordinates:
28°19'48.23"N, 16°48'14.05"W

Charcas de Erjos
Location:

Carretera TF-373, Erjos. Los Silos
UTM Coordinates:

28.317753, -16.789075
Geographic Coordinates:
28°19'3.91"N, 16°47'20.67"W
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6. El Tanque Eco-museum

The El Tanque Eco-museum is home to an exposition of rural culture in the
area. It is located in an old farmhouse known as Partidos de Franchy; a place
of astounding beauty. It is only a few kilometres from the El Tanque town
centre and boasts spectacular views towards El Teide volcano and of the
surrounding countryside.

Location:
Main Road TF 373,

After being restored this old farmhouse has become an eco-museum depicting El Tanque

the traditions and customs found in El Tanque. It is made up of various halls, Coordinates:
28,3275421, -16,7907746

each one of which is dedicated to different aspects of the old country ways. Further information:

We will Dind a kitchen and a number of exhibition halls containing evidence info@ecomuseodeltanque.es
of the lives and the work local inhabitants carried

out. We will also be able to understand the characteristics surrounding the

principal activity carried out in the area, which was farming, and this includes

the most important crops, the main agricultural tasks, the tools they used, etc.

At the same time we can also play a part in the exposition thanks to the use of
modern technology like virtual reality or augmented reality which permit us to
experience the hardworking life in those days. In that respect we will discover
the most signiDicant ethnographic features of their times by using totally
innovative methods which allow us to get a little closer to the past of this small
enclave in the north of Tenerife.

- We recommend confirming the opening times of establishments
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Other points of interest

1. La Caleta de Interian .
Location:

Interidn Street (junction with the road
La Caleta de Interian is a traditional fishing village where you can take a relaxing from Icod de los Vinos to Buenavista
stroll along the coast. The area is also well known for its broad sweeps of very del Norte, TF-42)
productive farmland where in the past sugar cane and vines were grown and UTM Coordinates:
. 28.373436 -16.793244
where nowadays bananas are the main crop. Geographic Coordinates:

28922°24.37"N,16247°35.68"W

2. Los Silos Farmer’s Market
Location:

The Los Silos' Farmer's Market is managed by an association of farmers, artisans Plaza de La Luz. Los Silos
and stockmen. It is the ideal place to buy organic and traditional farming products, Tel.: ?22 8‘,‘0 004 - ext. 2,42
. . . E-mail: agricultura@Ilossilos.es
fresh bread, traditional confectionery made with honey, local cheese, etc. Opening times:
Sunday: 9:00 — 14:00 hours

It opens once a week and is situated in Los Silos town centre. UTM Coordinates:
28.365536, -16.817378

. . . . Geographic Coordinates:
- We recommend confirming the opening times of establishments 28°21'55.93"N, 16°49'2.56"W

Further information:
www.lossilos.es
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