Adeje and Guia de Isora
Natura, agriculture and History

Route planner

1. From the TF-1 motorway at Los Cristianos to Taucho

Distance: 9 km
Approx. time needed: 15 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 30 minutes

The route starts on the TF-1 motorway at the Los Cristianos junction. You have to
continue to the end of the motorway (opposite direction to Santa Cruz) and pass
exit number 79. Up ahead you will see a sign indicating Adeje, Guia de Isora, Playa
San Juan-Puerto Santiago -Acdo. de Los Gigantes. Keep straight ahead until you
arrive at a large roundabout, where you take the second exit to join the TF-82
towards Guia de Isora. Travelling along this road, you pass through the village of
Los Menores and, after 2.2 km from the roundabout you will find a well-
signposted turn-off on the right-hand side. Your route now continues uphill along
the TF-583 for 6 km. After this distance you will see the village of Taucho. In order
to visit it, you can park your vehicle and continue the visit on foot along the
streets with names such as Virgen del Coromoto or Santa Margarita.

2. From Taucho to the town centre of Guia de Isora

Distance: 16.2 km
Approx. time needed: 25 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 30 minutes

To reach your next stop, the town centre of Guia de Isora, you need to return
along the TF-583 to the junction with the TF-82. Drive back down to arrive at the
junction that you previously took towards Taucho. Now turn right, join the TF-82
and continue towards Guia de Isora. After passing the sign marking the entrance
to Guia, you will find a number of signs directing you to Mt. Teide, to the Health
Centre, the historical town centre, etc. Very few metres after the above-
mentioned sign, you come to the next turn-off. Immediately turn right into
Guarpia Street. Drive all the way along this street as far as the T-junction with
Tagoro Street where you turn left and, only a few metres further on, turn sharp
right into Vera Street. You are now in the historical centre of the town, so we
recommend you park in the surrounding area and continue the visit on foot along
streets such as the Calle de Arriba, la Calle de Abajo, etc.
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Estimated distance:

35.5km

Estimated time overall:

3 hours, 50 minutes
Estimated time for car travel:
1 hour

Stops:

- Taucho

- Town Centre of Guia de Isora
- Hamlet of Aripe and Chirche
- Viewpoint of Chirche

- Chio

Other points of interest:

- Ifonche

- Chio Recreatonal Area

- Agrotraditional market Guia de Isora

Page 1 of 9

This informa:on has been downloaded from www.rutasteneriferural.org
“Rural Tenerife Routes” is an inicia:ve of the “Rural Tenerife Foundation”


http://www.rutasteneriferural.org/
http://www.rutasteneriferural.org/

Adeje and Guia de Isora R u t as

Natura, agriculture and History Teneri fe Rural

Route planner

3. From the town centre of Guia de Isora to the hamlets of Aripe and
Chirche

Distance

To Aripe: 1.7 km

To Chirche: 1 km

Approx. time needed: 10 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 1 hour

Next you will visit the hamlets of Aripe and Chirche. To reach them, continue your
trip starting next to the parish church of Nuestra Sefiora de la Luz in the Calle de
Arriba. Continue straight ahead and drive across the first two junctions. At the
third junction, turn right into Villanueva Street and continue straight ahead up this
street. On the outskirts of the town centre this street bends slightly to the left and
now continues under another name, Camino Nuevo. Your road climbs on up for
approximately 1 km to arrive at the start of Aripe. In Aripe we recommend a small
detour in order to reach the church. Next to a square located at the right-hand
side of Camino Nuevo Street, you will see, on the opposite side, a junction (ie: on
the left-hand side) with San Pedro Street. Drive up this street a short distance until
you come across the church.

4. From the hamlets of Aripe and Chirche to the Chirche viewpoint

Distance: 1 km
Approx. time needed: 3 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 20 minutes

Once you have concluded your visit, you drive on to the Chirche viewpoint. To
reach it you cross the hamlet of Chirche. The streets are narrow and steep, so
drive with care. Drive up Tagara Street and turn left to continue along Era Rompida
Street. Your route continues uphill along this street; the parking spaces for the
viewpoint are some 400 m further ahead on the right-hand side.
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5. From the Chirche viewpoint to Chio

Distance: 6.6 km
Approx. time needed: 9 minutes
Estimated time for visit: 30 minutes

The next stop on your route takes you to see the village of Chio. To reach it, exit
the Chirche viewpoint car park to the left. You join Era Rompida Street again and
climb some 250 metres until you reach the junction with the main road from Boca
Tauce, the TF-38, where you turn left. Your route now follows this main road for 6
km until you arrive at Chio. After that distance, you come to a junction where you
change direction, turning left to join the TF-82, heading towards Chio. Continue
along this road for 1.5 km until you see a junction on the right-hand side with
Virgen de La Paz Street which leads you to the oldest area of Chio. Drive down the
above-mentioned street and at the second junction that you come to, turn right
along La Palma Street. Look for a space to park nearby. The route continues on
foot. In the surrounding area are the old public water spouts and in San Juan
Bautista Street, the church and the church square.
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Start

Adeja and Guia de Isora

The route from Adeje to Guia de Isora takes you on a trip to discover a part of the Further information:
Island full of small, isolated hamlets, where the essence of the Island's rural world WWW-ad?J'e-?S
has remained, as if it were unalterable. These are scattered villages, dispersed www.guiadeisora.org

among ravines, valleys and mountains, where the isolation has had an impact on
maintaining many of the traditions followed by small farmers and which are
characteristic of Canarian culture.

These widely-spaced villages are places surprising in their contrasting scenery,
with volcanic areas shaped by badlands and lava flows, the consequence of
different eruptions, natural monuments such as Tejina Mountain, abrupt ravines
like those of Erques and Tagara.

Farming and raising livestock have been a fundamental part of the economy of
these small towns, although over the last few decades an important tourist sector
has developed, especially in coastal areas.

Although the villages came into being in the course of the XVIth century, the
different archaeological finds have shown that these territories which were part of
the aboriginal kingdom of Adeje (or Adexe) were home to the aboriginal
inhabitants, and in the area there were settlements and areas devoted to
pasturage. After the Conquest and colonisation by the Castilians, crops such as
sugar cane and vines came to play a prominent role. The case of Adeje is worth
mentioning, where a cane sugar mill was set up.

Throughout their history, these lands suffered from the much-feared raids by
pirates. These circumstances led Pedro de Ponte y Vergara, founder of the entailed
Estate of Adeje, to appeal to the authorities to build what became known as the
fort house of Adeje, with the aim of creating a defence against these repeated
attacks.

Adeje and Guia de Isora preserve a rich cultural and natural heritage with a
multitude of contrasts and highly original landscapes, of a beauty both unexpected
and breathtaking. The wealth of their history is combined with elements original
to the agrarian culture of the Island. Hamlets such as Aripe and Chirche allow the
visitor to see magnificent specimens of ordinary people's dwellings and rural
buildings such as threshing yards, ovens, cisterns, etc. of great heritage value, and
give us a glimpse of the ways in which natural resources were traditionally used in
the area.

Life in these rural areas seems to pass quietly, holding onto the accumulated
expertise of bygone times, yet incorporating aspects more appropriate to the
modern age. Many of the ancient plots continue to be cultivated following the old
methods; recent buildings try to respect the features of typical, traditional
buildings and place special emphasis on keeping those specific features that define
their rural identity.
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Stops
1. Taucho ‘ |

The picturesque village of Taucho is situated in the middle slopes of Adeje and
reveals examples of rural architecture of the southern part of the Island and
something of its history and the culture of its inhabitants.

These places were zones of pasture in pre-hispanic times; the caves in the nearby
ravines were possibly the sites of aboriginal settlements.

After the Conquest of the island, the land and water were distributed among the
conquerors. Whilst the territory of Adeje became the property of Pedro de Ponte y

Location:
Main road TF-583, Km. 6, Taucho.

Vergara, Taucho, according to what researchers have been able to discover, came Adeje

under the aegis of the Mena family. The farmers who cultivated these lands UTM Coordinates:
represent the beginnings of the village as such. From its earliest beginnings as a 28.152458, -16.728981
settlement, the village was devoted to agriculture, with its houses along with Geographic Coordinates:

1 . . 28°9'8.85"N, 16°43'44.33"W
other buildings such as bread ovens, threshing-floors, etc., representing the result

of the daily life of the peasant communities who inhabited it and as a response to
their immediate needs.

The remains of the elements inherited from the past that can be seen in Taucho
reflect those peasant lifestyles that seem to have survived until the present day.
Taucho is made up of small groups of houses, the oldest being built using
traditional techniques, with local materials, allowing them to blend in with the
landscape. In the oldest buildings the most notable feature is the use of stone,
wood and tiles. Next to the dwellings, kilns for tiles and bread ovens are
commonly seen, with a circular shape, formed of two sections and open at the
top.

To get to know Taucho, it is best to make a tour on foot, stopping to contemplate
the simplicity of the houses, enjoying the panoramic views that can be seen from
the church square and discover little paths dotted with small ovens or terraced
plots, still cultivated today.

Page 5 of 9
This informa:on has been downloaded from www.rutasteneriferural.org
“Rural Tenerife Routes” is an inicia:ve of the “Rural Tenerife Foundation”


http://www.rutasteneriferural.org/
http://www.rutasteneriferural.org/

Adeje and Guia de Isora R u t as

Natura, agriculture and History .
Tenerife Rural

Stops
2. Town Centre of Guia de Isora

The small town of Guia de Isora is the nucleus of the municipality of the same
name. Situated in the middle slopes, some 580 metres above sea-level, it offers an
exceptional view of the coast of the municipality and of the higher elevations.

Its streets and squares are the ideal place to relax and enjoy the tranquillity of the
town.

The town has its roots in the XVIth century with the discovery of the Virgen de La

Luz and the subsequent construction of the church. The first settlement grew up Location:

around the shrine and as time passed turned into the picturesque village of Guia. Main Road TF-82, Guia de Isora
Worthy of mention is the original layout along two main streets, the Upper Street UTM Coordinates:

(Arriba) and Lower Street (Abajo), which were part of the old Camino Real ("Royal 28.209614, -16.778486
Highway" - a network of bridle paths financed by the Crown). Geographic Coordinates:

Its historical centre, declared a Site of Cultural Interest in 2009, retains many 28°12'34.61"N, 16°46'42.55"W

Further information:

architectural elements that are worth visiting. Strolling through the streets brings inror
www.guiadeisora.org

us closer to their history and culture, as you discover civil and religious buildings,
examples of periods of splendour, a result of the money sent back to the
inhabitants by residents who emigrated to "The Americas" during the XIXth
century.
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3. Hamlet of Aripe and Chirche

The hamlets of Chirche and Aripe are situated in the upper zone of the middle
slopes of Guia de Isora and are a storehouse of much of the rural nature of
southern Tenerife. Located between ravines, they exhibit an unusual scenic
beauty, characterized by areas of pine forest and badlands, memories of their
volcanic origin.

Chirche and Aripe are separated by less than 1 km, about 5 minutes from the
centre of Guia de Isora. We recommend seeing Aripe first and then going to
Chirche and enjoying the beautiful views that can be seen along the whole of the
route. The neighbouring Island of La Gomera, the sea and the middle slopes will
accompany you on the trip.

These hamlets preserve remarkable examples of traditional Canarian architecture
and part of the original urban layout, composed mainly of former farm tracks. It is
worth stopping and enjoying the peacefulness of their streets and squares and
walking the footpaths, whilst discovering part of the Island's rural history. Special
mention should be made of some small streets, recently restored, following
traditional building techniques with the utmost respect.

The homes comply with the typical, local types of construction, featuring thick
walls made of clay and small stones, with a single or double or four-pitched roof.
From the nineteenth century roofs became generally flat, better adapted to
environments with low rainfall. The houses are generally accompanied by
numerous constructions such as water tanks, , threshing-floors, bread ovens and
tile kilns, places for sun-drying fruit, etc., that constitute outstanding examples of
the Island's rural heritage. It is possible to wander all around these areas, enjoying
many pleasant walks. The "La Campana" footpath linking Aripe and Chirche is
worthy of mention. This is a short path, it is barely over one kilometre long, but is
of great interest from the scenic and ethnographic point of view. Along it you can
see different elements of traditional agriculture and everyday life of the common
man, like tile kilns and threshing-floors. Right at the entrance to Chirche, at the old
water spouts, on the right, you will find a panel with a detailed explanation of the
footpaths in the area. Here we should mention the existence of aboriginal
remains, the most important being the rock carvings to be found in the vicinity of
Aripe. As you see, the area was inhabited from pre-hispanic times, although the
origin of these villages dates from the second half of the XVIIth century. The basis
of their economy has been livestock and agriculture reflected in the vegetable
plots, nateros**, threshing-floors, etc., still in existence in the area, and the
Almond Fair in Aripe, held every year in late October, and which allows visitors to
learn more about the traditional almond harvest.

The visit is rounded off with the opportunity to make a small detour in Aripe to go
to the church of San Pedro, located alongside the ancient road connecting the
village with the neighbouring hamlet of Chiguergue. The church square next to the
church itself is a unique vantage point from which to contemplate the beauty of
the natural environment surrounding these villages and make the most of the
panoramic views of the town and its coastline.

**natero: natero is the name given to a system of using for agricultural purposes the run-off water
which flows down the hillsides or ravines and is diverted to the cultivated plots or terraces to
increase irrigation and raise the fertility of the soil as a result of the accumulated sediment that is
washed down.

Rutas

Tenerife Rural

Aripe

Location:

Calle Camino Nuevo, Aripe. Guia de
Isora

UTM Coordinates:

28.216164, -16.767408
Geographic Coordinates:
28°12'58.19"N, 16° 46' 2.67"W

Chirche

Location:

Calle Camino Nuevo, Aripe. Guia de
Isora

UTM Coordinates:

28.219031, -16.760517
Geographic Coordinates:
28°13'8.51"N, 16°45'37.86"W
Further information:
www.guiadeisora.org
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4. Mirador de Chirche (viewpoint)

Located in a privileged spot in the upper area of the village of Chirche, this
viewpoint allows you to discover breathtaking landscapes which leave no-one
indifferent. The panoramic views from Chirche and Aripe as well as the upper area
of the village of Guia and its coastline, reveal a place of extraordinary beauty. From
here you can see exceptional views of the neighbouring island of La Gomera, the
different ravines that carve the landscape and the crater of the Pico Viejo [Old
Peak]. The viewpoint cafe together with a souvenir shop are worth a visit.

- We recommend confirming the opening times of establishments

5. Chio

The main centre of Chio, in the middle slopes of Guia de Isora, embraces the
beauty of the small villages of Tenerife, a halfway house between the present
urban centres and the tranquillity of rural communities.

It has a well-defined old town, centred around the church square in the Streets
named La Palma, San Juan, Evora Franquis, La Sabina and El Atajo.

The beginnings of Chio as a village date back to the XVIth century. However, the
archaeological remains found here confirm the existence of aboriginal settlements
prior to that.

At some time during the XVIIth century a small chapel was built, but population
growth made it insufficient to meet the religious needs of the residents.
Accordingly it was demolished and the construction of the present church of San
Juan Bautista de Chio was undertaken, on a larger scale. Around the square,
buildings with typical rural characteristics can be found, which show fine examples
of domestic architecture.

Another element inherited from the past located in Chio, also in the historical
town centre, are the old public water spouts. Piped water reached Chio in 1902
thanks to the efforts of one of the residents, Joseph Evora Franquis. A memorial
plague next to the water spouts pays tribute to him.

Rutas
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Location:

Calle Era Rompida, Chirche. Guia de
Isora

Opening times:

Tuesday to Sunday: 9:00-20:00
Mondays: 9:00-18:30

UTM Coordinates:

28.221264, -16.7596

Geographic Coordinates:
28°13'16.55"N, 16°45'34.56"W

Location:

Main Road TF-82, Chio. Guia de Isora
Geographic Coordinates:
28.236136, -16.796175
Coordenadas Geograficas:
28°14'10.09"N, 16°47'46.23"W
Further information:
www.guiadeisora.org
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Other points of interest

1. Ifonche

Ifonche is a Protected Natural Area of unusual beauty, situated between the
municipalities of Adeje and Vilaflor de Chasna. In it you will discover a rural
countryside of farmsteads and crops grown on terraces, set in a green landscape
and bounded by ravines, pine-covered hills and imposing rock formations such as
Imoque, Los Brezos, etc.

On this visit you will get to know some aspects of the traditional farming life of the
area. In this area old farmsteads, threshing yards and terraces long abandoned
coexist with fields still in use, where the most common crops are potatoes and
vines.

2. Chio Recreational Area

Located in the upper zone of Chio, the Chio recreational and camping area is the
perfect place to enjoy direct contact with nature. It is located in the Corona
Forestal Natural Park, amidst thick forests of pine, and broom and gorse bushes.

3. Agrotraditional market Guia de Isora

This agrotraditional market has two locations: Alcald and Playa de San Juan. It is
characterized by the great variety of products, such as flowers, bread, pastries,
vegetables, greens, cheeses, etc., many of them from organic production.
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Location:

Main road La Escalona-Ifonche,
TF-567, km 3

UTM Coordinates:

28.119753, -16.672364
Geographic Coordinates:
28°7'11.11"N, 16°40'20.51"W

Location:

Main Road Chio-Las Cafiadas (Road
Boca Tauce), km 12.5

UTM Coordinates:

28.266894 , -16.747208
Geographic Coordinates:
28°16'0.82"N, 16°44'49.95"W

Location

Alcala: Plaza del Llano, Alcala
Opening Times: Mondays, 8:00 h
Playa San Juan: Plaza Eulogia
Gonzalez Taima

Opening Times: Wednesdays, 9:00 h
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